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In 1925 Pilsudski gave a lecture for the benefit of
former political prisoners, which he called "The Psy-
chology of the Prisoner." Much of it was autobiographi-
cal. He claimed, with all due modesty, to speak with a
certain authority, as he had passed through many pris-
ons and spent more than one year behind bars. Indeed
if a statistician were to add up all the prisons and all
the years of imprisonment and divide the total by the
sum of the Polish population, he would find Pilsudski?»s
share greater than the average.
In Poland with its long years of political perse-
cution a prison sentence carried no stigma of disgrace;
it meant some patriotic service which had, unfortu-
nately, been discovered by the police or spies. Pilsudski
felt it necessary to make this clear to the younger
generation, growing up after the war and the rebirth of
Poland. Had not he himself come straight from prison
to be made Chief of State?
Poland is perhaps the only country where it is still pos-
sible to speak freely about such a derogatory subject as jail.
A hundred and fifty years of history have made it a daily
factor in the everyday life of the people. It was a part of
the general culture of Polish life. Decade after decade, one
generation after another familiarized itself with imprison-
ment as an everyday occurrence penetrating human thought,
as it has been penetrated elsewhere by problems of another
nature.
He might have quoted the popular saying, "Show
me the Pole who has never been to prison, and I will
show you an arrant coward." Instead he quotes
Mickiewicz:
Literature is the reflection of life and the small black let-
ters set down on paper are an evidence of that which filled
the existence of many millions of men. One of our greatest
poets, in his beautiful verses addressed to the Polish, mother,
wrote:
Twine from the first your infant's neck in chains,
Teach it to breathe foul and damp air.
Anything  of  this  kind  would  have  been  impossible   else-
where, but in Poland these sentiments were forced into the

